
  

 
 

Term 1 Week 10 - 2025 

TERM 1 2025 IMPORTANT DATES 

WEEK 1         JAN 27 – JAN  31 
                       MONDAY 
                       TUESDAY  
                       WEDNESDAY 
                       THURSDAY  
                       FRIDAY 

 
PUBLIC HOLIDAY 
TEACHERS RETURN – PUPIL FREE DAY 
GETTING TO KNOW YOU INTERVIEWS – P-6 (Bookings via Compass) 
GETTING TO KNOW YOU INTERVIEWS – P-6 (Bookings via Compass) 
1st HALF PREP COMMENCE (10 am) GRADE 1-6 RETURN TO SCHOOL 

WEEK 2         FEB 3 – FEB 7 
                       MONDAY 
                       WEDNESDAY 

 
ASSEMBLY - 2nd HALF PREP COMMENCE (10 am) 
PREP LITERACY ASSESSMENTS COMMENCE (Bookings via Compass) 

WEEK 3         FEB 10 – FEB 14 
                       WEDNESDAY 

 
PREP LITERACY ASSESSMENTS (Bookings via Compass) 

WEEK 4         FEB 17 – FEB 21 
                       MONDAY 
                       WEDNESDAY 
 
                       FRIDAY 

 
ASSEMBLY 
2025 STUDENT LEADERSHIP GROUP PHOTOS 
PREP LITERACY ASSESSMENTS (Bookings via Compass) 
BMPS SWIMMING TRIALS AT BACCHUS MARSH POOL 

WEEK 5         FEB 24 – FEB 28   
                       WEDNESDAY  
                
                       THURSDAY - FRIDAY 

 
PARENT CYBER SAFETY INFORMATION EVENT 
PREP LITERACY ASSESSMENTS (Bookings via Compass) 
SCHOLASTIC BOOK FAIR AT BMPS 8.15-8.45 & 3.00 – 3.45 

WEEK 6         MAR 3 – MAR 7 
                       MONDAY 
                       TUESDAY 
                       FRIDAY 

 
ASSEMBLY 
BMPSSA DISTRICT SWIMMING 
PUPIL FREE DAY 

WEEK 7         MAR 10 – MAR 14 
                       MONDAY  
                       TUESDAY 
 
                        WEDNESDAY TO FRIDAY 

 
LABOUR DAY PUBLIC HOLIDAY 
WESTERN RANGES SWIMMING AT MELTON WAVES 
PREP PARENT & CARER INFORMATION SESSION CONFIRMED-2.30pm 
NAPLAN YEAR 3 and 5 

WEEK 8         MAR 17 – MAR 21 
                       MONDAY 
                       FRIDAY 

 
ASSEMBLY 
HARMONY DAY 

WEEK 9         MAR 24 – MAR 28 
                       FRIDAY 

 
SENIOR SPORTS DAY  

WEEK 10      MAR 31 – APR 4 
                      TUESDAY 
                      FRIDAY 

ASSEMBLY 
WESTERN METRO REGIONAL SWIMMING 
LAST DAY OF TERM – Easter Hat Parade – Easter Raffle Draw (RCH 
Fundraiser TBC by our Student Voice team) 2.30 pm dismissal 

TERM 2 2025 IMPORTANT DATES 

PUPIL FREE DAY – Awaiting confirmation of availability from external facilitator 

WEEK 1         APR 21 – APR 25 
                       MONDAY 
                       TUESDAY - THURSDAY 
                       FRIDAY 

 
EASTER MONDAY PUBLIC HOLIDAY 
STUDENTS RETURN  
ANZAC DAY PUBLIC HOLIDAY 

WEEK 2         APR 28 – MAY 2 
                       TUESDAY 
                       THURSDAY 
                       FRIDAY 

ASSEMBLY 
DISTRICT ATHLETICS 
GRADE 2 – SOVEREIGN HILL 
SCHOOL PHOTOS 
BMPS CROSS COUNTRY 

WEEK 3         MAY 5 – MAY 9 
                       MONDAY 
                       THURSDAY 
                       FRIDAY 

 
SCHOOL PHOTOS 
BRAVEHEARTS – Foundation - 11.20am Gr 1-2 - 12.10pm 
GR 2 – MSO EXCURSION DISTRICT CROSS COUNTRY MOTHER’S DAY 
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HAT PARADE 2025 

UPCYCLE OR  RECYCLE 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This worked a treat in 2024. We had such a wonderful parade that it seems only 
sensible to promote upcycling and recycling of our hats from last year. Many of you 
will have been working on them this weekend, and we look forward to a great parade 
to end our term. 

UPCYCLE 
Reuse (discarded objects or material) in such a way as to create a product of higher 

quality or value than the original. 
RECYCLE 

Processing an item that would otherwise be thrown away as trash and turning it into 
a new product 

See you Friday morning for a 9 am start to our parade and 

Easter Raffle Draw… 

 

GOLD COIN 

DONATION   
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Thankyou also to… 

EVERLAST TYRES - BACCHUS MARSH 

AND 

firstnational REAL ESTATE – RAYNER 

for the beautiful Easter Hampers 😊 

 

 

THANKYOU FOR THE 

INCREDIBLE DONATIONS 

RECEIVED SO FAR THIS YEAR 

 WELL-DONE TEAM BMPS! 

VERY MUCH APPRECIATED AND 

KEEP THEM COMING 
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SENIOR HOUSE SPORTS 

 

Teamwork most certainly supported a very successful Senior House Sports event 
last Friday on Mason’s Lane.  

Our appreciation and thanks to Dave Champness, assisted by Scott Nelson, our 
Year 3-6 staff, Education Support team, and Specialist Teachers for another very 
smoothly facilitated Senior Sports Day. 

• Special shout out to our parent and carer community who jump in and support 
wherever needed and to Bacchus Marsh Little Athletics for your venue and 
facilities.  

Congratulations to Laradoc, our 2025 champions, and every athlete, including our 
House Captains, who gave their all on the track and in the field. 

 

Manor Pentland Laradoc Merrimu 
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SCHOOL COUNCIL  

Before the March ordinary meeting last Tuesday evening, a special meeting of 
Council took place following calls for nominations and finalising of our process for 
2025. 

Congratulations, and thank you to the following 2025 parent members: 

President: Nick Brody, Vice President: Jeanette Simson, Treasurer: Tristan 
Baums, Secretary: Stephanie Davidson, Fundraising Leader: Allison Edwards, and 
a warm welcome to Jessica Edwards.  

Sincere thanks to the following 2025 staff representatives: 

Principal (non-elected): Melinda Williams, Daniel Morris, Jodi Griffiths, and a warm 
welcome to Nicole Fagan. 

School Council Governance is a significant responsibility, and we are extremely 
grateful for the commitment of our parent team. 

We extended further thanks to previous President Belinda Wakefield for many years 
of wonderful service and to Karen Hyne and Rebecca Phelan, whose term 
concluded. 
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HARMONY DAY CELEBRATION 

Throughout Harmony Week our students worked with their Buddy Grades on 
different activities and finished off by coming out to the World map in the undercover 
area to mark places of family significance and heritage. Some fantastic cultural 
diversity discussions were undertaken, and we thank all families for getting involved 
with questions, sharing their cultural origins, and generally enriching the knowledge 
and understanding of all of our students.  

It was also great to see so many touches of orange being worn.  
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… AND THANK YOU, MRS WU and OUR FABULOUS PARENT 

SUPPORTERS, FOR THIS INCREDIBLE TRADITIONAL 

DUMPLING-MAKING EXPERIENCE… 

From your Year 6 students x 
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SCIENCE GARDEN 

We’re thrilled that after talking about it for sooooooo long, our science 
garden upgrade has taken place and is looking fabulous. Fund raising 
money has contributed to these works, and we thank our community 
most sincerely for your support. 
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SCHOOL PHOTOS 

We take this opportunity to thank ‘Kids In Living Colour’ very much for 
photographing our students over the last few years. In 2025 The School 
Photographer will take over this huge responsibility and parents and 
carers can visit the website as per the below flyer and place orders 
anytime. 
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2025 Competition Prompts 
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ALWAYS REACH OUT 

• Thank you to the parents and carers who are reaching out to their child’s 
classroom teacher or any of our staff below if we can assist in any way.  

Melinda Williams – Principal  
Leanne Holt – Business Manager 
 
Wellbeing: 
Daniel Morris - Assistant Principal - Wellbeing & Engagement / Disability Inclusion 
Liz Stonka – Leading Teacher – Daily Organisation /Student Medical Health & 
Wellbeing 
Tiff O’Brien - Learning Specialist - Inclusion – Trauma Informed Practice / Art-
Therapy   
Bec Blokland - Disability Inclusion - Profile Facilitator  
Belinda Horne - Wellbeing Educator  
Sharon Cartledge - Inclusion Coach working across Darley PS, Pentland PS, & 
BMC 
 
Literacy and Numeracy:  
Bec Conroy - Leading Teacher – Curriculum / Teaching and Learning 
Hayley Bonnici - Learning Specialist / Literacy  
Kelly Watson – Numeracy Leader – Learning Specialist 
Damian Richards Gr 5 & 6 & Janaya Walker Gr 3 & 4 - Numeracy - Learning 
Specialists 
 

Best wishes for a great final week of 

term from the BMPS staff… 
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We offer a safe space for girls of all backgrounds to decide and plan what activities they want to do 

in their term program – it could be cooking, celebrating national/international days, games, craft, 

outdoor skills and activities, going to camp, working on earning a badge or just having a fun night 

together!  They make new friends, work together in teams and develop leadership skills and 

resilience in a non-competitive environment. In Bacchus Marsh, we have units for girls aged 7-9 

years (Tuesday) and 10-13 and 13-17 years (Wednesday).   

Girls can come and try guides for a free, three-week period.  Visit guidesvic.org.au/join-now or 

contact as above for more information. 
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STUDENTS OR FAMILIES interested in either of the following First Nations Artist 
opportunities, please feel free to deliver to our main office prior to the closing dates 
and we will ensure your entries are delivered to 403 Main Road Ballarat. 
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Aussie Hoops Program 

This program is a fantastic introduction to basketball for young 

children and a great way for them to build skills and confidence in a 

fun environment.  

The program is aimed at new participants aged 5 to 9. Follow the link 

below to register your child:  

https://www.playhq.com/basketball-victoria/org/bacchus-marsh-

basketball-association/6663f749/register  
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