
  

 
 

Term 1 Week 3 - 2025 

Camps, Sports, Excursions Fund (CSEF) 2025 

CSEF applications are now open for families holding a valid means-tested 
concession card. 

The department administers the CSEF to help eligible families with the costs of 
camps, sporting activities and excursions. 

If you received the funding in 2024, your application will be automatically entered. 
However, if you had a Prep start with us this year you will need to notify the office so 
we can add them to your application. 

If you did not receive CSEF last year but are now eligible please complete the form 
attached or come to the office to complete the form. 

TERM 1 2025 IMPORTANT DATES 

WEEK 1         JAN 27 – JAN  31 
                       MONDAY 
                       TUESDAY  
                       WEDNESDAY 
                       THURSDAY  
                       FRIDAY 

 
PUBLIC HOLIDAY 
TEACHERS RETURN – PUPIL FREE DAY 
GETTING TO KNOW YOU INTERVIEWS – P-6 (Bookings via Compass) 
GETTING TO KNOW YOU INTERVIEWS – P-6 (Bookings via Compass) 
1st HALF PREP COMMENCE (10 am) GRADE 1-6 RETURN TO SCHOOL 

WEEK 2         FEB 3 – FEB 7 
                       MONDAY 
                       WEDNESDAY 

 
ASSEMBLY - 2nd HALF PREP COMMENCE (10 am) 
PREP LITERACY ASSESSMENTS COMMENCE (Bookings via Compass) 

WEEK 3         FEB 10 – FEB 14 
                       WEDNESDAY 

 
PREP LITERACY ASSESSMENTS (Bookings via Compass) 

WEEK 4         FEB 17 – FEB 21 
                       MONDAY 
                       WEDNESDAY 
 
                       FRIDAY 

 
ASSEMBLY 
2025 STUDENT LEADERSHIP GROUP PHOTOS 
PREP LITERACY ASSESSMENTS (Bookings via Compass) 
BMPS SWIMMING TRIALS AT BACCHUS MARSH POOL 

WEEK 5         FEB 24 – FEB 28   
                       MONDAY TO FRIDAY   
                       WEDNESDAY  
                
                       FRIDAY  

 
SCHOLASTIC BOOK FAIR AT BMPS 
PARENT CYBER SAFETY INFORMATION EVENT 
PREP LITERACY ASSESSMENTS (Bookings via Compass) 
BMPSSA DISTRICT SWIMMING AT MELTON  

WEEK 6         MAR 3 – MAR 7 
                       MONDAY 
                       FRIDAY 

 
ASSEMBLY 
PUPIL FREE DAY 

WEEK 7         MAR 10 – MAR 14 
                       MONDAY  
                       TUESDAY 
 
                        WEDNESDAY TO FRIDAY 

 
LABOUR DAY PUBLIC HOLIDAY 
WESTERN RANGES SWIMMING AT MELTON WAVES 
PREP PARENT & CARER INFORMATION SESSION TBC 
NAPLAN YEAR 3 and 5 

WEEK 8         MAR 17 – MAR 21 
                       MONDAY 
                       FRIDAY 

 
ASSEMBLY 
HARMONY DAY 

WEEK 9         MAR 24 – MAR 28 
                       FRIDAY 

 
SENIOR SPORTS DAY  

WEEK 10      MAR 31 – APR 4 
                      FRIDAY 

FINAL WEEK OF TERM 
LAST DAY OF TERM – 2.30 pm dismissal 

TERM 1 PUPIL FREE DAY 

FRIDAY MARCH 7 – LITERACY AND NUMERACY CURRICULUM AUDITING 



We respectfully acknowledge that the land on which we teach, learn and play was never ceded and 

we pay respect to the Wurundjeri Woi-wurrung people and all elders past, present and those 

emerging in our school and wider community.  

 

 
 

 CELEBRATING THE LIFE OF ALAN HARVEY HARRIS 

On Friday I represented Bacchus Marsh 
Primary School at Alan’s funeral in Ballarat. 
Known respectfully as Uncle Al and Big Al 
to our Aboriginal community he played a 
significant role in educating our Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Island boys and their 
allies. Most notably teaching many of them 
to play the didgeridoo.  

We extend our condolences to Uncle Al’s 
wife Leonie and his family. A tree will be 
planted at BMPS in recognition of his 
passionate work as a highly respected Elder. 

 

Dear Parents, Carers, Staff and Students, 

As we embed routines in support of calm and orderly learning environments for our 
students, we extend our ongoing thanks to all of you for the role you play in 
reinforcing respectful interactions with peers, adults, personal and school property, 
the environment, and our respectful sense of self. Specific thanks for the early 
support we’re noticing in the following areas: 

• Wearing uniform with pride 
• Being punctual 
• Having A HAT and a routine to look after hats and jumpers 
• Nude food lunch boxes and/or strategies to minimise harmful plastics 
• Use of school crossings 
• Helmet use and care for scooters and bikes 

Thanks again, we can’t maintain these habits without your support! 

 

CHINESE NEW YEAR!  YEAR OF THE SNAKE 

Thank you to Mrs Wu and our students for supporting our first assembly with a 
wonderful celebration of Chinese New Year.  

We’re so fortunate to have our own Chinese Dragon and bringing it to life in 
celebration is always a special occasion. 

All students were presented with a beautiful Chinese envelope with a symbolic gold 
coin and a message of best wishes for a happy 2025. 
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WELLBEING UPDATE 

Breakfast Club 

We have started off the year well and our breakfast club is up and running. It 
operates on Monday, Wednesday, and Friday mornings. Located in the house next 
to our Art Room, it is open for our students and parents.  

Please come along even if it is just for a chat! 
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Positive Education 

Throughout the week classes have begun 
looking at our character strengths and will 
build this into our daily routines. You will 
also note the Character strengths that are 
listed on our Student of the Week Awards 
that we try to intertwine with our everyday 
language.  

 

Wellbeing Diary 

Our student wellbeing diaries have arrived and can be 
purchased via QKR for Gr 4-6 students. The diary has an 
Online Student Wellbeing Program that can be accessed 
from school or home via the following link: 

This resource includes notes and ideas for parents and 
carers, and we hope it prompts terrific conversations with 
your children. 

 www.learningcurve.com.au 

U: Bacchus 
P: Marsh3340 
The username and password are case-sensitive and expire 
on 31 December 2025 

 

2025 Wellbeing and Engagement Team 

Daniel Morris – Assistant Principal (Wellbeing & Engagement) 

Belinda Horne – Wellbeing Educator 

Tiffany O’Brien – Learning Specialist (Diverse Learners) & Art Therapist 

Liz Stonka – Leading Teacher 

Rebecca Blokland – Disability Inclusion Co-Ordinator 

Sharon Cartledge – Inclusion Coach 
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LITERACY UPDATE 

 

Moorabool Young Writers 2025 Competition Prompts 

Stay tuned for the exciting details regarding the 2025 writing prompt in next week's 
Update.  

Entries open on Monday, March 10, and close on Monday, April 28. 

 

 

BALLAN and LERDERDERG LIBRARY  

Afterschool and Kids and Teens programs 

 

How lucky are we to have these wonderful opportunities in 

our town? 

 

SEE BELOW… 
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INFORM AND EMPOWER: ONLINE SAFETY SUPPORT 

We extend our ongoing thanks to Senior Constable Jim Ross, Youth Resource 
Officer Bacchus Marsh, Blue Light, and the Community Bank Bacchus Marsh for 
supporting and funding this package of high-quality support for our students and 
families in this very challenging while also exciting space. 

REGISTER ASAP VIA THE BELOW LINK: 
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• Please reach out to your child’s classroom teacher or any of our staff below if 
we can assist in any way.  

Melinda Williams – Principal  
Leanne Holt – Business Manager 
Wellbeing: 
Daniel Morris - Assistant Principal - Wellbeing & Engagement / Disability Inclusion 
Liz Stonka – Leading Teacher – Daily Organisation /Student Medical Health & 
Wellbeing 
Tiff O’Brien - Learning Specialist - Inclusion – Trauma Informed Practice / Art-
Therapy   
Bec Blokland - Disability Inclusion - Profile Facilitator  
Belinda Horne - Wellbeing Educator  
Sharon Cartledge - Inclusion Coach working across Darley PS, Pentland PS, & 
BMC 
 
Literacy and Numeracy:  
Bec Conroy - Leading Teacher – Curriculum / Teaching and Learning 
Hayley Bonnici - Learning Specialist / Literacy  
Kelly Watson – Numeracy Leader – Learning Specialist 
Damian Richards Gr 5 & 6 & Janaya Walker Gr 3 & 4 - Numeracy - Learning 
Specialists 
 

IMPORTANT ONGOING - SAFETY AROUND OUR SCHOOL –  

DROP OFF ZONE  

 
An ongoing reminder that the drop-off zone is not a car park for parents and carers 
at any time and we thank you very much for ensuring that use of this area is for drop 
off and pick up only.  
 

• No cars are to be left unattended by parents in this area. 
We thank-you very much for adhering to our pick-up and drop-off guidelines. 
 
CHURCH CARPARK on Lerderderg Street 

 

Another ongoing reminder that our St Bernard’s Catholic Church neighbours are very 
generous allowing drop-off and pick-up parking. Please ensure that children are not 
unsupervised or unattended in this space and that movement in and out of the 
carpark area is via the concrete path only. 
 

• Thank you for vacating this area as soon as possible following morning drop 
off and after 3.15 pm and prior to 3.30 pm. 
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BUS ZONE RESTRICTIONS on the south side of Lerderderg Street 

 

An important reminder that our bus drivers become 
frustrated by cars parking in the two parking bays, also painted 
yellow, that are part of the bus zone from 2.30 pm – 4 pm daily 
as per the signage. At times we may have three buses trying to 
move off very narrow Lerderderg Street to pick up students, 
and cars in these parks cause the ripple effect of pushing 
drivers to potentially overtake the buses which creates further 
challenges for oncoming traffic so close to our school crossing. 
 
USE OF THE SCHOOL CROSSING 

 
A final reminder to please take the small amount of extra time 
required to use the Lerderderg Street and Young Street 
crossings and ensure our students are developing safe road use habits that include 
not running across the road. 
 

School Crossings on Lerderderg and Young Street to be used at all times 
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BMPS VALUES to discuss 
with your children… 
 
RESPECT for SELF, OTHERS and PROPERTY is:  

● Caring about people and treating them well (OTHERS)  

● Valuing myself and others (SELF & OTHERS) 

● Speaking and acting with courtesy (SELF & OTHER)  

● Taking care of belongings (SELF, OTHERS & PROPERTY)  

● Standing up for what I believe (SELF, OTHERS & PROPERTY)  

● Doing the right thing when it’s hard (SELF, OTHERS & PROPERTY)  

● Being willing to clean up my mistakes (SELF, OTHERS & PROPERTY)  

● Being honest and sincere (SELF & OTHERS) 

● Following the school rules (SELF, OTHERS & PROPERTY)  

 

LEARNING is:  

● Gaining knowledge and skills  

● Making mistakes 

● Showing inspiration and creativity  

● Doing the best I can do each day 

● Having goals and a clear focus 

● Working with a purpose, reflecting, and sharing the achievement of my goals 

 

TEAMWORK is:  

● Working together to achieve individual and shared goals (SELF & OTHERS) 

● Keeping a safe and happy environment (SELF & OTHERS) 

● Co-operating and helping others (SELF & OTHERS) 

● Sharing the load (SELF & OTHERS) 

● Respecting others ideas and opinions to complete a task (SELF & OTHERS) 

 

KINDNESS is:  

● Showing that I care (SELF, OTHERS & PROPERTY) 

● Making life better for others by doing good myself (SELF, OTHERS & PROPERTY) 

● Giving help to someone sad (SELF & OTHERS) 

● Being welcoming and accepting of others who are different to me (SELF & OTHERS) 

● Understanding my role in supporting our school to be a happy and safe place for everyone 

(SELF, OTHERS & PROPERTY) 
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STUDENTS OR FAMILIES interested in either of the following First Nations Artist 
opportunities, please feel free to deliver to our main office prior to the closing dates 
and we will ensure your entries are delivered to 403 Main Road Ballarat. 
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Aussie Hoops Program 

This program is a fantastic introduction to basketball for young 

children and a great way for them to build skills and confidence in a 

fun environment.  

The program is aimed at new participants aged 5 to 9. Follow the link 

below to register your child:  

https://www.playhq.com/basketball-victoria/org/bacchus-marsh-

basketball-association/6663f749/register  
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