
  

 
 

Term 1 Week 4 - 2025 

Camps, Sports, Excursions Fund (CSEF) 2025 

CSEF applications are now open for families holding a valid means-tested 
concession card. 

The department administers the CSEF to help eligible families with the costs of 
camps, sporting activities and excursions. 

If you received the funding in 2024, your application will be automatically entered. 
However, if you had a Prep start with us this year you will need to notify the office so 
we can add them to your application. 

If you did not receive CSEF last year but are now eligible please complete the form 
attached or come to the office to complete the form. 

TERM 1 2025 IMPORTANT DATES 

WEEK 1         JAN 27 – JAN  31 
                       MONDAY 
                       TUESDAY  
                       WEDNESDAY 
                       THURSDAY  
                       FRIDAY 

 
PUBLIC HOLIDAY 
TEACHERS RETURN – PUPIL FREE DAY 
GETTING TO KNOW YOU INTERVIEWS – P-6 (Bookings via Compass) 
GETTING TO KNOW YOU INTERVIEWS – P-6 (Bookings via Compass) 
1st HALF PREP COMMENCE (10 am) GRADE 1-6 RETURN TO SCHOOL 

WEEK 2         FEB 3 – FEB 7 
                       MONDAY 
                       WEDNESDAY 

 
ASSEMBLY - 2nd HALF PREP COMMENCE (10 am) 
PREP LITERACY ASSESSMENTS COMMENCE (Bookings via Compass) 

WEEK 3         FEB 10 – FEB 14 
                       WEDNESDAY 

 
PREP LITERACY ASSESSMENTS (Bookings via Compass) 

WEEK 4         FEB 17 – FEB 21 
                       MONDAY 
                       WEDNESDAY 
 
                       FRIDAY 

 
ASSEMBLY 
2025 STUDENT LEADERSHIP GROUP PHOTOS 
PREP LITERACY ASSESSMENTS (Bookings via Compass) 
BMPS SWIMMING TRIALS AT BACCHUS MARSH POOL 

WEEK 5         FEB 24 – FEB 28   
                       WEDNESDAY  
                
                       THURSDAY - FRIDAY 
                       FRIDAY  

 
PARENT CYBER SAFETY INFORMATION EVENT 
PREP LITERACY ASSESSMENTS (Bookings via Compass) 
SCHOLASTIC BOOK FAIR AT BMPS 8.15-8.45 & 3.00 – 3.45 
BMPSSA DISTRICT SWIMMING AT MELTON  

WEEK 6         MAR 3 – MAR 7 
                       MONDAY 
                       FRIDAY 

 
ASSEMBLY 
PUPIL FREE DAY 

WEEK 7         MAR 10 – MAR 14 
                       MONDAY  
                       TUESDAY 
 
                        WEDNESDAY TO FRIDAY 

 
LABOUR DAY PUBLIC HOLIDAY 
WESTERN RANGES SWIMMING AT MELTON WAVES 
PREP PARENT & CARER INFORMATION SESSION TBC 
NAPLAN YEAR 3 and 5 

WEEK 8         MAR 17 – MAR 21 
                       MONDAY 
                       FRIDAY 

 
ASSEMBLY 
HARMONY DAY 

WEEK 9         MAR 24 – MAR 28 
                       FRIDAY 

 
SENIOR SPORTS DAY  

WEEK 10      MAR 31 – APR 4 
                      FRIDAY 

FINAL WEEK OF TERM 
LAST DAY OF TERM – 2.30 pm dismissal 

TERM 1 PUPIL FREE DAY 

FRIDAY MARCH 7 – LITERACY AND NUMERACY CURRICULUM AUDITING 
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Dear Parents, Carers, Staff and Students, 

It’s assembly week this week and we look forward to presenting our final group of 
students who will take on leadership in a specialist area (Visual Art, Music, Chinese, 
Kitchen, Garden, Science and Technology)  

To kick start Week 4, bravo to 6H Master Chefs Lucas, Ilija and 

Arthur for baking the Blood Plum Torte at home – the future is in 

great hands        
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At assembly this week we will also reinforce again how pleased we are in the 
following areas: 

• Wearing uniform with pride 
• Being punctual 
• Having A HAT and a routine to look after hats and jumpers 
• Nude food lunch boxes and/or strategies to minimise harmful plastics 
• Use of school crossings 
• Helmet use and care for scooters and bikes 

IMPORTANT NOTE: ‘permanent markers’ 

Unfortunately, we will also be mentioning our disappointment with some graffiti on 
our playground equipment. Thankyou for being aware that permanent markers are 
not to be brought to school and most definitely shouldn’t be taken into the yard. 

Thanks again, we can’t maintain these habits without your support! 

WELLBEING UPDATE 

Across the week we continue to run a variety of activities to engage our students in 
the yard or in quieter spaces across the school and want to ensure that families are 
aware that these activities are taking place: 

Nurture Space 
This space is staffed during each recess 
and lunchtime and is for quiet supported 
play. Students build their communication 
and turn taking skills whilst using the 
equipment in the space that we aim to 
rotate throughout the week. It is found at 
the rear of the Gr 6 building behind 6H. 

Games Club  
Games Club runs on a Tuesday and Thursday recess in the Grade 6 Gallery, it is run 
by our Wellbeing Officer (Belinda). Students can pick from a myriad of board games 
and continue to build their turn taking, problem solving and communication skills.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



We respectfully acknowledge that the land on which we teach, learn and play was never ceded and 

we pay respect to the Wurundjeri Woi-wurrung people and all elders past, present and those 

emerging in our school and wider community.  

 

 
 

Dance Club 
Dance Club runs on a Friday recess in the gym, our students have a fantastic time 
working with one of our Education Support staff members, Annabelle, on their dance 
moves.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Performance Club  
Performance Club is for our Grade 3-6 students. Mr Hall runs this group at lunchtime 
on Wednesday and Friday in the Music Room.  

Come along and have a great time meeting friends will common interests and 
focusing on everything performance related! 
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Dear Families, 
 
Bacchus Marsh Primary School's Scholastic Book Fair will be held on the 27th and 
28th February 2025 in the Grade 6 Gallery and we’re looking forward to seeing you 
there. 
 
Our Book Fairs connect students to books they want to read. To help your child find 
the best books, he or she will visit the Book Fair during class time. 
 
Students will complete their WISH LISTS during that visit, which will be brought 
home to share with families. We encourage families to look over the attached Book 
List with your child and if you are unable to attend, you may use the Book List order 
form and send it back to school with your child to pick up their books.  
 
Mark your calendar: 
Book Fair is open to all families on 
 

• Thursday 27 and Friday 28 February 
• 8:15am to 8:45am and 3pm to 3:45pm 

 
During the event, we also invite you to help build our classroom libraries by 
purchasing books and donating them to your child’s class through the Classroom 
Wish List program. Thank you for encouraging your child to read. We appreciate 
your support and look forward to seeing you at the Book Fair. 
 
Yours Sincerely, 
 
Mrs Michelle Visser and all the staff at BMPS 
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2025 Competition Prompts 
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INFORM AND EMPOWER: ONLINE SAFETY SUPPORT 

We extend our ongoing thanks to Senior Constable Jim Ross, Youth Resource 
Officer Bacchus Marsh, Blue Light, and the Community Bank Bacchus Marsh for 
supporting and funding this package of high-quality support for our students and 
families in this very challenging while also exciting space. 

REGISTER ASAP VIA THE BELOW LINK: 
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BMPS is excited to be part of Clean Up Australia Day 2025 by participating in a 
Schools Clean Up.  This is the 35th year the event has been running and we’re 
stepping up to do our part.  Students will work with their buddy grades during 
Week 5 (week of 24 Feb) to learn about waste.  What is waste?  Where does it 
come from?  Where does it go?  Is there waste in nature? 
 
On Friday the 28th buddy grades will team up to collect litter in the school 
yard.  Students are welcome to bring in a labelled pair of gardening gloves 
from home.  We’ll keep a tally of the rubbish we collect to serve as baseline 
data for the rest of this year and the years to come.   
How many zooper dooper wrappers might we find? 
 
Want to get involved?  Click the link the find a Clean Up Australia Day event 
near you.  Just enter your post code to see what’s nearby and where you can 
help.  https://register.cleanup.org.au/join-a-clean-up 
 
 
Inspire your family and friends to make a change by sharing your pledge and 

tagging @CleanUpAustralia #CleanUpAustralia 
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• Please reach out to your child’s classroom teacher or any of our staff below if 
we can assist in any way.  

Melinda Williams – Principal  
Leanne Holt – Business Manager 
Wellbeing: 
Daniel Morris - Assistant Principal - Wellbeing & Engagement / Disability Inclusion 
Liz Stonka – Leading Teacher – Daily Organisation /Student Medical Health & 
Wellbeing 
Tiff O’Brien - Learning Specialist - Inclusion – Trauma Informed Practice / Art-
Therapy   
Bec Blokland - Disability Inclusion - Profile Facilitator  
Belinda Horne - Wellbeing Educator  
Sharon Cartledge - Inclusion Coach working across Darley PS, Pentland PS, & 
BMC 
 
Literacy and Numeracy:  
Bec Conroy - Leading Teacher – Curriculum / Teaching and Learning 
Hayley Bonnici - Learning Specialist / Literacy  
Kelly Watson – Numeracy Leader – Learning Specialist 
Damian Richards Gr 5 & 6 & Janaya Walker Gr 3 & 4 - Numeracy - Learning 
Specialists 
 

IMPORTANT ONGOING - SAFETY AROUND OUR SCHOOL –  

 
SAFETY ALERT FOR TRAFFIC EXITING OUR DROP OFF ZONE 

Concerned members of our community have alerted us that some motorists 
are coming out of the drop-off zone and trying to turn right (against what the 
sign says) and causing blockages of the traffic which has led to students 
being placed in very unsafe situations as they are not expecting cars to be 
turning right.  
Moorabool Shire and police have been alerted to this concern and will patrol 
the area to assist our community with safe, respectful consideration for our 
students and wider school communit 
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BMPS VALUES to discuss 
with your children… 
 
RESPECT for SELF, OTHERS and PROPERTY is:  

● Caring about people and treating them well (OTHERS)  

● Valuing myself and others (SELF & OTHERS) 

● Speaking and acting with courtesy (SELF & OTHER)  

● Taking care of belongings (SELF, OTHERS & PROPERTY)  

● Standing up for what I believe (SELF, OTHERS & PROPERTY)  

● Doing the right thing when it’s hard (SELF, OTHERS & PROPERTY)  

● Being willing to clean up my mistakes (SELF, OTHERS & PROPERTY)  

● Being honest and sincere (SELF & OTHERS) 

● Following the school rules (SELF, OTHERS & PROPERTY)  

 

LEARNING is:  

● Gaining knowledge and skills  

● Making mistakes 

● Showing inspiration and creativity  

● Doing the best I can do each day 

● Having goals and a clear focus 

● Working with a purpose, reflecting, and sharing the achievement of my goals 

 

TEAMWORK is:  

● Working together to achieve individual and shared goals (SELF & OTHERS) 

● Keeping a safe and happy environment (SELF & OTHERS) 

● Co-operating and helping others (SELF & OTHERS) 

● Sharing the load (SELF & OTHERS) 

● Respecting others ideas and opinions to complete a task (SELF & OTHERS) 

 

KINDNESS is:  

● Showing that I care (SELF, OTHERS & PROPERTY) 

● Making life better for others by doing good myself (SELF, OTHERS & PROPERTY) 

● Giving help to someone sad (SELF & OTHERS) 

● Being welcoming and accepting of others who are different to me (SELF & OTHERS) 

● Understanding my role in supporting our school to be a happy and safe place for everyone 

(SELF, OTHERS & PROPERTY) 
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STUDENTS OR FAMILIES interested in either of the following First Nations Artist 
opportunities, please feel free to deliver to our main office prior to the closing dates 
and we will ensure your entries are delivered to 403 Main Road Ballarat. 
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Aussie Hoops Program 

This program is a fantastic introduction to basketball for young 

children and a great way for them to build skills and confidence in a 

fun environment.  

The program is aimed at new participants aged 5 to 9. Follow the link 

below to register your child:  

https://www.playhq.com/basketball-victoria/org/bacchus-marsh-

basketball-association/6663f749/register  
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