
 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

TERM 1 2026 IMPORTANT DATES 
WEEK 1  JAN 26 – JAN 30 
                    MONDAY  
                    TUESDAY  
                    WEDNESDAY 
                    THURSDAY  
                    FRIDAY 

 

  Australia Day 

  Staff return 
1:1 Getting to Know You Interviews (P-6) 
Pupil Free Day – Teacher Professional Learning 
1:1 Getting to Know You Interviews (P-6) 

WEEK 2  FEB 2 – FEB 6 
                    MONDAY 
                    TUESDAY 
                    WEDNESDAY  
                    THURSDAY 
                    FRIDAY 

 

All Year 1-6 students return (Half Prep Classes) 
(Half Prep classes) 
Prep Literacy 1:1 Interviews 
All students P-6 
All students P-6 

WEEK 3       FEB 9 – FEB 13 
                     MONDAY 
                     WEDNESDAY 
                     FRIDAY 

 
ASSEMBLY 
Prep Literacy Interviews 

BMPS SWIMMING TRIALS AT BACCHUS MARSH POOL 

WEEK 4       FEB 16 – FEB 20  
                     TUESDAY 
                     WEDNESDAY 
                    

 

SMILE SQUAD DENTAL CLINIC COMMENCES 

Prep Literacy 1:1 Interviews 

Leadership Photos and Year 3 Hockey Clinic 

WEEK 5        FEB 23 – FEB 27                    
                      MONDAY-FRIDAY 
                      FRIDAY  

ASSEMBLY 
BOOK FAIR & SMILE SQUAD DENTAL CLINIC 

BMPSSA DISTRICT SWIMMING AT MELTON  

WEEK 6         MAR 2 – MAR 6 
                       MONDAY 
                       WEDNESDAY 
                       FRIDAY 

 
 
Prep Teddy Bears Picnic 

WEEK 7         MAR 9 – MAR 13 
                       MONDAY  
                       TUESDAY 

 
LABOUR DAY PUBLIC HOLIDAY 
WESTERN RANGES SWIMMING AT MELTON WAVES 

WEEK 8         MAR 16 – MAR 20 
                       MONDAY 
                       FRIDAY 

 
 

WEEK 9         MAR 23 – MAR 27 
                       MONDAY 
                       TUESDAY 
                       WEDNESDAY 
                       FRIDAY 

 
ASSEMBLY 
Year 6 Ecolinc 
Year 6 Ecolinc 
Senior Sports Day 

WEEK 10      MAR 30 – APR 3 
                       MONDAY 
                       TUESDAY 
                       THURSDAY 
                       FRIDAY 

 
Year 6 Ecolinc 
Western Metropolitan Region Swimming 
Final Day of term – 2.30 pm dismissal 
GOOD FRIDAY 



 
 

 

Dear Parents and Carers,  
 
Week 4 is here, and it is great to be reporting the commencement of our school sporting calendar. 
We take the opportunity to thank Mr Dave Champness for the mountain of coordination across the 
year to ensure these opportunities for our students. 
 

BMPS SWIMMING TRIALS 

Last Friday, 45 of our fastest swimmers from Grades 4-6 headed down to the Bacchus Marsh 
Outdoor Pool to compete in our annual swimming trials. Students raced against others from their 
age group in Freestyle, Breaststroke, Backstroke and Butterfly. We were impressed with the effort 
of our swimmers on the day, with some great times and good technique. A highlight of the day 
was the local ducks taking over for their own race! Thanks to our parents who stepped in to 
help out, along with Mrs Havelberg, Mrs Bonnici and Julian. It was great to have some instructors 
from Bluefit in attendance to give advice to our students as well.  
 
We will now pick our team for District Swimming, which should be completed on Monday and 
posted in the gym window. Selected students will go to Melton Waves on Friday, February 27, to 
compete against other swimmers from Bacchus Marsh.  
 
Dave Champness 
PE & Sports Coordinator 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

INFORM AND EMPOWER CYBER SAFETY PARENT INFORMATION 

 
You may have noticed around town the billboards advertising the INFORM AND EMPOWER 
information nights for parents and carers of Primary & Secondary students. 
 
See to follow the flyer, and you will also see a hardcopy flyer come home as an extra prompt to 
book in for this event. 
 

PRIMARY SCHOOL SESSION 
THURSDAY – FEBRUARY 26 

Bacchus Marsh Public Hall 7-9pm 
VITAL FOR ALL PARENTS AND CARERS 

OF ALL AGE PRIMARY STUDENTS 
 

Online classroom-based sessions will commence for all of our students in the next 
fortnight and the parent information overviews are attached to this week's Update.  



 
 

 

 

RAISING KIDS IN

A DIGITAL WORLD
SEMINARS FOR ALL LOCAL PARENTS & CARERS

Supported by Bacchus Marsh Blue Light

& Community Bank Bacchus Marsh

Bacchus Marsh

Blue
Community Bank
Bacchus Marsh

Bendigo Bank

Seminar for Primary School

Parents & Carers:

Thurs 26 Feb

7.00 - 9.00 pm

Public Hall

Main St, Bacchus Marsh

Presented by

INFORM&EMPOWER
Cyber Safety & Digital Wellbeing

Seminar for Secondary
College Parents & Carers:

Thurs 5 March

7.00 -9.00 pm

Bacchus Marsh Grammar

Maddingley Campus

Presented by

CYBER SAFETY PROJECT

Sessions suitable for parents/carers only
For further enquiries, contact bacchusmarshbluelight@gmail.com

Register

to attend
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BOOK FAIR – WEEK 5 

 

The Book Fair is coming to Bacchus Marsh Primary School! It will arrive on Monday 
23rd February and be here until Friday 27th February. Students will be viewing the 
amazing selection of titles on Tuesday and Wednesday and will be filling out their 
Wish Lists to bring home. We invite you to visit the Book Fair on Thursday and 
Friday before and after school to support our school whilst getting your hands on the 
best new children’s books! 
 
OPENING HOURS  
It will open from 8:30am - 9am and again from 3pm - 3:45pm both Thursday and 
Friday, so come along in week 5 to find the best new books and help to earn free 
books for our library! 
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Date Time

Place

Scholastic Book Fair Pre-Payment
Your child's school is having a Scholastic Book Fair. Your child will bring home their wish

list of titles they have discovered at the Fair. We encourage you to discuss the Book Fair

and their wish list choices with your child. Once you have agreed which items you will

purchase you can pre-pay for those titles by completing the following steps.

$10

SLEEPOVER
BFFS

Bright  Star

1 List the titles they are going to purchase from the fair.

Title Price

2
Make a secure payment online by going toscholastic.com.au/payment
or scanning the QR code below.

BRIGHT STAR

The Sleepover BFFs sign up
for a local talent show.

100150121 | NOVEL AGES 9+

TUI T. SUTHERLAND

WINGS
FIRE
THE GRAPHIC NOVEL

$12

Book Fair Payment

*Please note a surc harge of
1% on all  card payments.

Complete the Payment Form including the receipt number and amount paid.
This form needs to be returned to the school.

LEGENDS

DARKSTALKER

DARKSTALKER:

THE GRAPHIC NOVEL

Before the SandWing war, lifetimes

before the Dragonet Prophecy...
darkness was born.

100147954 GRAPHIC NOVEL AGES 10+

First Name:

Sumame

School:

Suburb/State:

Receipt Number Amount Paid

$

SOCCER

SUPERSTA
RS

$12 10

2026

Daytime Tel:

THIS IS JUST A PRE-PAYMENT.

THIS FORM MUST BE PRESENTED TO THE SCHOOL DURING THE FAIR TO COLLECT YOUR BOOKS

SCHOLASTIC
REWARDS Every BOOK equals RESOURCES for our school.

INCLUDES

SOCCER BALL

ERASER!

SOCCER SUPERSTARS 2026

A collection of player profiles from
top footballers around the world.

100145957 | NONFICTION | AGES 8+

SCHOLASTIC THE #1 BOOK FAIR

28

BACCHUS MARSH PRIMARY SCHOOL
On Wurundjeri Land - Est. 1850



 
 

 

 

 
WE TAKE THE OPPORTUNITY TO RUN OUR CONSISTENT SAFETY AND ROUTINE 
MESSAGES AGAIN THIS WEEK, AND APPRECIATE YOU SPEAKING TO YOUR CHILDREN 
TO DISCUSS AND REINFORCE THE IMPORTANCE OF THESE SAFETY ROUTINES. 
 

SAFETY MESSAGES 
SCHOOL CROSSINGS – Thankyou for ensuring school crossings on Gisborne Road, Young 
Street and Lerderderg Street are used at all times. 
Adult modelling of the important use of our crossings is vital in support of safety. 
 
8.35 AM – YARD SUPERVISION – All students will be receiving reminders that 8.35 am is the 
morning arrival time and when our yard will be supervised by staff. 
Students arriving before 8.35 am will be directed to the undercover area near the staff room and 
are to remain there until they are dismissed by a staff member. 
 

This is improving each day, and we thank our students and families very much. 
Well Done! 

 

 
 
 
Breakfast Club will be available from 8.00 am on Monday, Wednesday and Friday from our 
school house and can be accessed via the Lerderderg Street driveway. Students will be dismissed 
from Breakfast Club at 8.35 am. 
 
SUNSMART HATS – Teachers are now very rigorous with hat routines to support our students to 
be responsible with their belongings. Students without hats will be directed to the undercover area 
for passive play, but we have had a great start with minimal students without hats. 
 

Thankyou everyone! Again – Well Done! 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 

HELMETS – See the below message reinforcing the importance of bike and scooter helmets 
 

THANKYOU FOR SUPPORTING YOUR CHILD/REN WITH THE ROUTE TO SCHOOL THAT 
YOU WOULD LIKE THEM TO TAKE TO MINIMISE CHALLENGES AT VERY BUSY 

INTERSECTIONS AND ROUNDABOUTS AND ENSURING THEY ARE CROSSING ROADS 
WITH THE SUPPORT OF PEDESTRIAN CROSSINGS. 

 

• Thankyou for partnering with us to ensure these safety routines are respected. 
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ONGOING CONSISTENT MESSAGES: 

DROP OFF ZONE – off Young Street 

 
• CARS MUST NOT PARK IN THE DROP-OFF ZONE AS IT IS A KISS AND DROP 

AREA ONLY. 

• VEHICLES ARE NOT TO BE LEFT UNATTENDED IN THIS SPACE 

• PLEASE DO NOT ACCESS THE STAFF CARPARK AREA AT ANY TIME. 

 

LERDERDERG STREET ENTRANCE 

Thank you for your ongoing support with these changes: 

 
• STUDENTS DO NOT USE THE FRONT ENTRANCE AS A 

THOROUGHFARE INTO OR OUT OF THE SCHOOL 

• THE DRIVEWAY GATE ALONGSIDE THE ART ROOM WILL BE THE 
BREAKFAST CLUB AND MORNING ENTRANCE POINT 

• PREP ENTRANCE WILL BE OPEN FROM 8.35 AM 

• STUDENTS ARRIVING BEFORE 8.35 AM ARE ASKED TO WAIT IN THE 
UNDERCOVER AREA UNTIL DISMISSED. 

• FORMAL YARD SUPERVISION COMMENCES AT 8.35 AM 

 

BUS ZONES ON LERDERDERG STREET 

All of the yellow line markings on the north and south sides of the street indicate NO 
PARKING before or after school to allow our buses to safely enter and exit the zone 
to collect our students. 
Pulling up at the Prep entrance gate to collect students on Lerderderg Street is 
contravening the safety signage and impacting pedestrian and vehicle vision on our 
crossing. This blatantly ignores the safety rights of our school community. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 

PLEASE DO NOT PARK 

OVER DRIVEWAYS. 

OUR NEIGHBOURS 

HAVE ALWAYS 

APPRECIATED THE 

RESPECTFUL MANNER 

IN WHICH OUR 

COMMUNITY LIVE 

OUR VALUES 



 
 

 

 

ALWAYS REACH OUT 

• Thank you to parents and carers for reaching out to your child’s 

classroom teacher or any of our staff below, if we can assist in any way. 

Melinda Williams – Principal 
Leanne Holt – Business Manager 

 

Wellbeing: 
Daniel Morris - Assistant Principal - Wellbeing & Engagement / Disability Inclusion 
Bec Blokland - Disability Inclusion Co-ordinator 
 
Liz Stonka – Assistant Principal – Daily Organisation /Student Medical Health & 
Wellbeing/Social Emotional Learning Curriculum 
 
Tiff O’Brien – Leading Teacher – Mental Health in Primary Schools – Trauma 
Informed Practice - Art-Therapy 
 
Belinda Horne - Wellbeing Educator 

 

Literacy and Numeracy: 
      Catherine Moody – Assistant Principal - Curriculum / Teaching and Learning 
 

Kirsty Younger - Leading Teacher – Literacy 
 
Janaya Walker and Jayde Clayton – Leading Teachers – Numeracy 
 
 

All the best for a wonderful week 4 from the BMPS team 
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Autism Connect

Autism Connect is an expansion of Amaze's Autism Advisor service

delivered in Victoria for 12 years, helping over 20,000 people.

Autism Connect is available to anyone seeking support related to

autism. The service was created for autistic people seeking
guidance around diagnosis and services, their families or friends,

and anyone supporting an autistic adult or child in education,

health settings or workplaces.

"I got diagnosed at age 40 and I found that really enlightening

and validating. You've got the ability to send a five-second

message and then get a human response. They were friendly,

patient and empathetic. They were really just nice to deal with

on the phone and it felt like the easiest thing ever."

- Catherine, Autistic mother of 2 autistic boys.

Interpreter

For more information, visit

amaze.org.au/autismconnect

If you need an Interpreter, contact the TIS Natlonal

Contact Centre on 131 450 and ask to speak to

Autism Connect on 1300 308 699.

Autism Connect Is funded by the Australlan

Govemment Department of Social Services
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