
 
 

 

 

TERM 1 2026 IMPORTANT DATES 
WEEK 1  JAN 26 – JAN 30 
                    MONDAY  
                    TUESDAY  
                    WEDNESDAY 
                    THURSDAY  
                    FRIDAY 

 
  Australia Day 
  Staff return 
1:1 Getting to Know You Interviews (P-6) 
Pupil Free Day – Teacher Professional Learning 1:1 
Getting to Know You Interviews (P-6) 

WEEK 2  FEB 2 – FEB 6 
                    MONDAY 
                    TUESDAY 
                    WEDNESDAY  
                    THURSDAY 
                    FRIDAY 

 
All Year 1-6 students return (Half Prep Classes) (Half 
Prep classes) 
Prep Literacy 1:1 Interviews All 
students P-6 
All students P-6 

WEEK 3       FEB 9 – FEB 13 
                     MONDAY 
                     WEDNESDAY 
                     FRIDAY 

 
ASSEMBLY 
Prep Literacy Interviews 
BMPS SWIMMING TRIALS AT BACCHUS MARSH POOL 

WEEK 4       FEB 16 – FEB 20  
                     TUESDAY 
                     WEDNESDAY 
                    

 
SMILE SQUAD DENTAL CLINIC COMMENCES 
Prep Literacy 1:1 Interviews 
Year 3 Hockey Clinic 

WEEK 5        FEB 23 – FEB 27                    
                      MONDAY-FRIDAY 
                      THURSDAY 
                      FRIDAY  

ASSEMBLY 
BOOK FAIR & SMILE SQUAD DENTAL CLINIC 
CYBER SAFETY PARENT INFORMATION SESSION 
BMPSSA DISTRICT SWIMMING AT MELTON  

WEEK 6         MAR 2 – MAR 6 
                       WEDNESDAY 
                       FRIDAY 

 
Prep Teddy Bears Picnic 
EVACUATION DRILL  

WEEK 7         MAR 9 – MAR 13 
                       MONDAY  
                       TUESDAY 
                       WEDNESDAY - FRIDAY 

 
LABOUR DAY PUBLIC HOLIDAY 
WESTERN RANGES SWIMMING AT MELTON WAVES 
NAPLAN – Year 3 and 5 & WED - Year 4 Planetarium Incursion 

WEEK 8         MAR 16 – MAR 20 
                       THURSDAY 

 
Prep Parent and Carer Information Session – 2.30 pm 
WORKING BEE  

WEEK 9         MAR 23 – MAR 27 
                       MONDAY 
                       TUESDAY 
                       WEDNESDAY 
                       FRIDAY 

 
ASSEMBLY 
Year 6 Ecolinc 
Year 6 Ecolinc 
Senior Sports Day 

WEEK 10      MAR 30 – APR 3 
                       MONDAY 
                       TUESDAY 
                       THURSDAY 
                        

 
Year 6 Ecolinc 
Western Metropolitan Region Swimming 
Final Day of term – 2.30 pm dismissal 
Easter Hat Parade/Sausage Sizzle  



 
 

 

 
NAPLAN WEEK  
Best wishes to our Year 3 and 5 students and staff as we 
undertake the 2026 assessments this week.  
In the lead-up to the assessments, students have been 
practising the types of assessments they will encounter and 
becoming familiar with the online testing platform so they feel 
comfortable and confident. 
It is important to remember that NAPLAN is one snapshot of 
learning against Victorian Curriculum 2.0 at a point in time, 
and alongside other assessments supports us to adapt and 
modify instruction to best meet the needs of our students. We 
support and encourage all of our students to do their very 
best, and we are proud of their effort not only during Naplan, 
but always. 
To help your child feel calm and prepared, please ensure they 
arrive at school around 8.30am from Wednesday so they 
have time to settle in and set up their computers before 
testing begins.  
It is also very important that laptops come to school fully 
charged each day. 
A good night’s sleep and a nutritious breakfast will also help students feel focused and ready for 
the day. 

Wednesday 11 – Writing, Thursday 12 – Reading, Friday 13 – Conventions of Language. 
Monday 16 – Numeracy  

Catch-up sessions will also take place across this time frame and into week 8. 
 

Please don’t hesitate to reach out if you have any questions. 
 
            
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

IMPORTANT PUPIL FREE DAY DATE for family calendars 
Term 2 Pupil Free Day TBC as soon as possible… 

Monday, April 20 – First day back, Term 2  
Literacy Whole School Assessment Professional Learning for Teachers 



 
 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 
 
CALL FOR NOMINATIONS – SCHOOL COUNCIL 
 
Please find attached our School Council Notice of Election and Call for Nominations along with 
the Parent Nomination Form. 
To follow is the Parent Fact Sheet. Hard copies of all forms, including Self Nomination forms 
are available from the office. 
With 4 parent and carer positions available, I look forward to speaking to all interested parents 
and carers as soon as possible, either via phone on 53672745 or via email -
bacchus.marsh.ps@education.vic.gov.au 
 
Please ensure your nomination is handed to our office by 4 pm next Monday, March 16. 
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LITERACY UPDATE: 
MOORABOOL YOUNG 
WRITERS AWARDS 2026  
 
The Moorabool Young Writers’ 
Awards are coming up, and this year’s 
theme invites students to create a 
twisted fairy tale. Young writers are 
encouraged to take the timeless tales 
we all know, from Cinderella to The 
Three Little Pigs, from Little Red 
Riding Hood to Aesop’s fables, and 
reimagine them in new and 
unexpected ways. 
 
• What if the Big Bad Wolf was simply 
misunderstood? 
• What if Rapunzel’s tower stood in a 
modern city skyline? 
• Did the tortoise really win the race, 
or did the hare let him? 
• What if the boy who cried wolf was 
telling the truth all along? 
 
The challenge is to breathe fresh life 
into classic fairy tales and fables by 
twisting, turning and transforming 
them into something uniquely their 
own. 
 
 

 
 
WRITING WORKSHOPS: 
 
To support students who are keen to enter, writing workshops will be held over the next 
three weeks. During these Friday afternoon sessions, eager authors will be planning, drafting and 
publishing their entries while focusing on important writing skills such as sentence structure, 
character development and writer’s craft. These elements help engage the reader and bring 
stories to life. 
Students are most welcome to attend if they are interested in developing their story ideas and 
preparing an entry for the competition.  
 
We look forward to seeing the wonderful creativity and imagination our young writers bring to their 
stories. Entries for this fabulous competition are due on April 27th. 
 
Kirsty Sutherland – Literacy Learning Teacher 
 
 



 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 

 
 
 
 



 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
          



 
 

 

PREP PARENT AND CARER 
INFORMATION SESSION 

 
 
Now that our Preps are attending full-time and are settling into school, we invite our 
Parents and Carers along to discuss the next layer of important information to 
ensure all of our students are best prepared and supported to develop socially, 
emotionally and academically across term one and our first semester of school. 
 

WHEN – NEXT WEEK - 8  
 

Thursday March 19 
 

2.30 pm – 3.15 pm 
 

WHERE 
 

In your child/ren’s classroom with their classroom teacher. 
 
Students will be attending their specialist classes at this time and 

will return to their classrooms for the usual pick up at 3.15 pm. 
 
 

The link below will take you to some general support information from the 
Department of Education relevant to early learning, should you be interested. 

 
      https://www.vic.gov.au/supporting-your-childs-education 
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TEDDY BEARS PICNIC 
 
Always a favourite, our prep students and staff enjoyed a picnic with their teddies 
and special friends last week. Well done, everyone, for getting involved and sharing 
in a fun day. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 

 

Our School Council Grounds Committee look forward 
to your support with our school gardens.  

 

BMPS Working Bee & 
Sausage Sizzle 

 
WHEN – WEEK 8  

 
Thursday March 19 

 
4.00 pm – 7.00 pm 

 
WHERE 

 
Lerderderg Street Gardens 

Drop Off Zone Gardens 
Kitchen and Science Gardens 

Prep Outdoor Space 
 

 
  
 BYO gardening tools – rakes, 
wheelbarrows, secateurs,   
              
           
              
 
 

 
 
 
 



 
 

 

One of our very kind families have supported us off to a magnificent start as we embark on our 
Working Bee Season by spending a significant amount of their long weekend trimming back, 
loading up and taking away the unsafe foliage from the Yukka’s on the entry and exit to our drop 
off zone. 
Thankyou most sincerely to this BMPS family who saw a need, and arranged to help out at a time 
that worked best for them. 
 
Please make contact with our office if you would like to assist with a task at a time that works best 
for you. 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 

 
 



 
 

 

 
LITTLE ATHLETICS VICTORIA – STATE CHAMPIONSHIPS 
 
Over the weekend, Evelyn Grant competed at the state track and field 
championships.  
Evie took home a silver for javelin, and a bronze for high jump.  
All three top high jumpers cleared 145 cm with none of them managing to clear 
a huge 150 cm. This meant a countback for 1st, 2nd and 3rd. Evie was very 
proud of her bronze high jump medal as it was a big personal best for her, and 
the culmination of hours and hours of committed training.  
 
Congratulations on your first-ever individual state medals Evie. 
 

 
 

    
 
 
 



 
 

 

EASTER RAFFLE 
BMPS are once again running our Easter Raffle to raise funds for the school. This 
week the eldest student in your family will bring home a small raffle book. The cost 
is $1 per ticket. Please write a name and phone number on all sold tickets and 
return them with cash by Wednesday 1st April.  
 

The raffle will be drawn on Thursday 2nd April at the Easter Hat Parade. 
  
You can also purchase tickets on QKR. If you use QKR to buy tickets they will 
automatically go into the draw- you DO NOT need to return tickets to school.  
 
QKR ticket sales will close on Tuesday 31st March to allow time for them to be 

processed and put into the draw. 
 

DONATIONS – VERY MUCH APPRECIATED 
Thankyou to the families that have already donated and if you would like to donate 
Easter eggs or any Easter-themed prizes, they would be very much appreciated. 
Please drop any donations to the office or through your child’s classroom teacher to 
pass on.  
 

Thank you for your generous support. 

 

 
 

 
 



 
 

 

 
Can you see the stunning web I snapped in our schoolhouse garden last week? 
A beautiful moment noticed and captured - Have a great week 7 – Melinda  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
SAFETY MESSAGES 
SCHOOL CROSSINGS – Thankyou for ensuring school crossings on Gisborne Road, Young 
Street and Lerderderg Street are used at all times. 
Adult modelling of the important use of our crossings is vital in support of safety. 
 
8.35 AM – YARD SUPERVISION – All students will be receiving reminders that 8.35 am is the 
morning arrival time and when our yard will be supervised by staff. 
Students arriving before 8.35 am will be directed to the undercover area near the staff room and 
are to remain there until they are dismissed by a staff member. 
 

This is improving each day, and we thank our students and families very much. 
Well Done! 

 
Breakfast Club will be available from 8.00 am on Monday, Wednesday and Friday from our 
school house and can be accessed via the Lerderderg Street driveway. Students will be dismissed 
from Breakfast Club at 8.35 am. 
 
SUNSMART HATS – Teachers are now very rigorous with hat routines to support our students to 
be responsible with their belongings. Students without hats will be directed to the undercover area 
for passive play, but we have had a great start with minimal students without hats. 
 

Thankyou everyone! Again – Well Done! 
 



 
 

 

HELMETS – See the message below reinforcing the importance of bike and scooter helmets 
 

THANKYOU FOR SUPPORTING YOUR CHILD/REN WITH THE ROUTE TO SCHOOL THAT 
YOU WOULD LIKE THEM TO TAKE TO MINIMISE CHALLENGES AT VERY BUSY 

INTERSECTIONS AND ROUNDABOUTS AND ENSURING THEY ARE CROSSING ROADS 
WITH THE SUPPORT OF PEDESTRIAN CROSSINGS. 

 
• Thankyou for partnering with us to ensure these safety routines are respected. 
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ONGOING CONSISTENT MESSAGES: 
DROP OFF ZONE – off Young Street 
 

• CARS MUST NOT PARK IN THE DROP-OFF ZONE AS IT IS A KISS AND DROP 
AREA ONLY. 

• VEHICLES ARE NOT TO BE LEFT UNATTENDED IN THIS SPACE 
• PLEASE DO NOT ACCESS THE STAFF CARPARK AREA AT ANY TIME. 

 

LERDERDERG STREET ENTRANCE 
Thank you for your ongoing support with these changes: 

 
• STUDENTS DO NOT USE THE FRONT ENTRANCE AS A 

THOROUGHFARE INTO OR OUT OF THE SCHOOL 
• THE DRIVEWAY GATE ALONGSIDE THE ART ROOM WILL BE THE 

BREAKFAST CLUB AND MORNING ENTRANCE POINT 
• PREP ENTRANCE WILL BE OPEN FROM 8.35 AM 
• STUDENTS ARRIVING BEFORE 8.35 AM ARE ASKED TO WAIT IN THE 

UNDERCOVER AREA UNTIL DISMISSED. 
• FORMAL YARD SUPERVISION COMMENCES AT 8.35 AM 

 

BUS ZONES ON LERDERDERG STREET 
All of the yellow line markings on the north and south sides of the street indicate NO 
PARKING before or after school to allow our buses to safely enter and exit the zone 
to collect our students. 
Pulling up at the Prep entrance gate to collect students on Lerderderg Street is 
contravening the safety signage and impacting pedestrian and vehicle vision on our 
crossing. This blatantly ignores the safety rights of our school community. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

PLEASE DO NOT PARK 
OVER DRIVEWAYS. 

OUR NEIGHBOURS 
HAVE ALWAYS 

APPRECIATED THE 
RESPECTFUL MANNER 

IN WHICH OUR 
COMMUNITY LIVE 

OUR VALUES 



 
 

 

 

ALWAYS REACH OUT 
• Thank you to parents and carers for reaching out to your child’s 

classroom teacher or any of our staff below, if we can assist in any way. 

Melinda Williams – Principal 
Leanne Holt – Business Manager 

 

Wellbeing: 
Daniel Morris - Assistant Principal - Wellbeing & Engagement / Disability Inclusion 
Bec Blokland - Disability Inclusion Co-ordinator 
 
Liz Stonka – Assistant Principal – Daily Organisation /Student Medical Health & 
Wellbeing/Social Emotional Learning Curriculum 
 
Tiff O’Brien – Leading Teacher – Mental Health in Primary Schools – Trauma 
Informed Practice - Art-Therapy 
 
Belinda Horne - Wellbeing Educator 

 

Literacy and Numeracy: 
      Catherine Moody – Assistant Principal - Curriculum / Teaching and Learning 
 

Kirsty Younger - Leading Teacher – Literacy 
 
Janaya Walker and Jayde Clayton – Leading Teachers – Numeracy 
 
 

All the best for a wonderful week 7 from the BMPS team 
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