
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

TERM 2 – Week 3 2026 IMPORTANT DATES 

WEEK 1      APR 20 – APR 24 
                       MONDAY 
                       TUESDAY  
                       THURSDAY 
                       FRIDAY 

Smile Squad Dental - on-site 
PUPIL FREE DAY – Out of School Hours Care available 
STUDENTS RETURN  
SCHOOL PHOTOS 
SCHOOL PHOTOS 
BMPS Cross Country – Gr 4-6 1.45 pm - 3.00 pm (back oval) 
SATURDAY ANZAC DAY 

WEEK 2      APR 27 – MAY 1 
                       MONDAY 
                       TUESDAY 
        
                      WEDNESDAY 

 
ASSEMBLY 
Bacchus Marsh District Athletics – Masons Lane 
SCHOOL COUNCIL 
Prep Bunnings Mother’s Day Activity 

WEEK 3      MAY 4 – MAY 8 
                       THURSDAY 
 
                       FRIDAY 

 
EARLY YEARS Literacy/Numeracy Information Night 
Gr 2 Dino Kids – Ecolinc Video Incursion 
MOTHER’S DAY STALL 
PREP MOTHER’S DAY AFTERNOON TEA 
YEAR 2 – Sovereign Hill Excursion 
District Cross Country 

WEEK 4      MAY 11 – MAY 15 
                       MONDAY 
                       TUESDAY 
                       WEDNESDAY 
                        
                       FRIDAY 

 
ASSEMBLY 
Grade 5 Sovereign Hill 
SCHOOL PHOTO CATCH-UP SESSIONS 
GRIP Student Leadership – Federation University - Mt Clear 
COLOUR RUN 

WEEK 5      MAY 18 – MAY 22 
                       TUESDAY  
                       THURSDAY 

 
Girls AFL 
Grade 1 Werribee Zoo Excursion 

WEEK 6      MAY 25 – MAY 29 
                       MONDAY 
                       WEDNESDAY 

 
ASSEMBLY 
Western Ranges Division Cross Country 

WEEK 7      JUN 1 – JUN 5 
                       FRIDAY 

 
 

WEEK 8      JUN 8 – JUN 12 
                       MONDAY 
                       TUESDAY 
                       FRIDAY 

 
KINGS BIRTHDAY PUBLIC HOLIDAY 
SCHOOL COUNCIL  
BMPSSA Winter Sport 

WEEK 9      JUN 15 – JUN 19 
                       THURSDAY 
                       FRIDAY 

 
Western Metro Cross Country 
District Girls AFL 

WEEK 10   JUN 22 – JUN 26 
                      WEDNESDAY 
                      THURSDAY 
                      FRIDAY 

ASSEMBLY 
Prep Farm Excursion  
THREE WAY INTERVIEW – Celebration of Learning 11am–6pm 
FINAL DAY OF TERM – 2.30 dismissal 



 
 

 

 
IMPORTANT NOTE  

 
Over the weekend, our undercover areas were painted and as the paint is drying our entry and 
exit points are through the Lerderderg Street driveway or Prep entry gates only. 
 

• There will be no access through the administration/reception as a thoroughfare into 
our school. 

 
Access to the office only will still be available from Lerderderg Street. 
 
All students should be entering and exiting through our gates and not using the office as a 
thoroughfare, so this will be a good opportunity to reinforce this ongoing message. 
 
We look forward to this freshening up of our school, and thankyou very much for your 
understanding during a few inconvenient days. 
 
Should students arrive before yard supervision at 8.35 am, they are to go to the gymnasium 
 

 
 
Kind regards, 
Melinda - on behalf of our School Council Grounds Committee 
 
 



 
 

 

Dear families, 
Our major fundraiser for 2026 is well underway, with a focus on our Prep playground as we work 
really hard to replace the main playground equipment and refurbish the area. 

2026 COLOUR RUN – Friday, May 15 
Sponsorship booklets went out at the end of term 1. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Register online now! Only 12 DAYS to go until our annual  BMPS COLOUR RUN! 
Well done to our 156 students who have created their online portal to raise funds for our school. 
If you haven't done this yet, please head to  www.myprofilepage.com.au now to create your 
profile and start taking donations.  

• A huge shout-out to our current top fundraisers! Great work supporting our school ������ 
1. River Gaulke Prep E -$850 
2. Carter Smith 3M - $465 
3. Matilda Howson 1P - $270 
4. Dyson Vella 4G - $230 
5. Hudson Osborne Prep J - $220 
Simply raise $10 to unlock an opportunity to donate to a cause of your choice or select incentive 
prizes. 
This is one of our biggest school fundraisers for the year and a student favourite on our event 
calendar! We appreciate your continued support for our school.  
PS. Don't forget to start looking for your white t-shirt.  
Glasses for eye protection will be supplied on the day and if you wish to, you are welcome to 
recycle your glasses from last year  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

VOLUNTEERS REQUIRED – Thank you for contacting our office to confirm your availability for P-2 and/or 
3-6 event assistance. 

o Volunteers will be briefed before the event and wear high-visibility vests. 
o Students/adults not wishing to be slimed or coloured are to wear a block coloured t-shirt and 

will have a designated lane. 
 

o Prep – Grade 2 1:45 for 1.50 start.  
o 2:20 pm P-2 students return to the class area on the embankment and must not be taken from the 

event without being signed out by their classroom teacher. (No sign-outs through the main office) 
o P-2 students then move to the gym for an activity before returning to classrooms for their usual 

dismissal at 3.15pm 
 

o 3-6 classes come down at 2:15 pm for a 2.25 start. 
3.00 pm 3-6 students return to their class area on the embankment and must not be taken from the 
event without being signed out by their classroom teacher. (No sign-outs through the main office) 

o 3-6 students then return to classrooms for their usual dismissal at 3.15pm 
 



 
 

 

Early Years (Prep – Grade 2, and all interested adults) Community Night for Parents and Carers 
 

That was Then, This is Now 
 

This Thursday, May 7, we will be hosting an Early Years Community Night to explore how our 
students learn in 2026. 

 
Time: 6:00 - 7:30 pm 

Tea/Coffee and light refreshments will be provided. 
 

To help support planning for this event, RSVP via the link below before this 
Tuesday 5th May. 

 

RSVP - Google Forms 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 

 
MOTHER’S AND SPECIAL ADULTS DAY STALL – THIS FRIDAY AT BMPS 

Celebrating the love, care, and support that assist our students and community to shine 
 

The BMPS Mother's Day stall will be held this Friday, May 8. 
Each class will be taken over to the stall for students to purchase a gift. 

 
All gifts will be $5. 

 
CASH ON THE DAY 

Students are welcome to bring cash on the day, BUT… 
(Please try to send your child with the correct money, as there will be limited change) 

 
PRE-PURCHASE TOKENS ON QKR- QKR orders will close at 5 pm Wednesday, May 6 

You can pre-purchase a $5 token on QKR. 
Any tokens pre-purchased on QKR will be handed out on the morning of the stall by the 

classroom teacher. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
PREP MOTHER’S DAY AFTERNOON TEA - THIS FRIDAY AT BMPS 

 
Prep students will be celebrating Mother’s Day this Friday, May 8, at 2:30 in the Prep 

Playground. 
 

Our Prep students will invite their mum or a special guest to celebrate with games, activities and 
an afternoon snack. 

 
A BIG THANKYOU TO OUR FRIENDS AT BUNNINGS for supporting the above activity ������ 

 
We look forward to welcoming our Prep parent and carer community  

 
Please contact our office if you have any questions or queries 

 
 
 
 



 
 

 

 
 

Novel Studies at Bacchus Marsh Primary School

Across Grades 3 - 6, students participate in carefully selected novel studies as part

of our Literacy block. These rich texts are chosen with purpose to support reading

development and broader knowledge building. Rather than reading texts in isolation,

students explore novels deeply over time, allowing them to build understanding,

strengthen comprehension, and make meaningful connections across the

curriculum.

Through shared reading, discussion, and analysis, students are exposed to:

increasingly sophisticated vocabulary
varied sentence structures

literary devices such as similes, metaphors and personification

Novel studies also play an important role in building background knowledge. Many
texts connect to areas such as:

History, geography, civics and citizenship, and inquiry learning, helping

students develop a richer understanding of the world around them.

Different time periods, cultures, places, and social issues, also assist our

students to grow their schema and deepen comprehension.

Novels provide meaningful opportunities to explore our cross curriculum capabilities:

Personal and Social capabilities

Ethical and Intercultural capability

Critical and Creative Thinking capability

Students discuss character choices, relationships, fairness, resilience, identity, and

different perspectives, helping them develop empathy and critical thinking skills.

Through novel studies, students analyse genre features and author's craft which

they then apply in their own written responses and oral discussions. This deep

engagement with literature supports students to become thoughtful readers,

confident communicators, and capable writers.
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We are also proud to celebrate one of our very own members of the BMPS

community, local author Wayne Marshall, who released his latest book, Henry Goes

Bush in Bacchus Marsh on Saturday. Wayne is the parent of Eliza and Matilda, and

is a highly valued inaugural facilitator of the Moorabool Young Writers' Award in

partnership with Jem Tyley-Miller. The book launch was held at the Bacchus Marsh

Library with an impressive crowd in attendance.

Wayne has shared his knowledge and passion for writing at BMPS, encouraging and

supporting many young aspiring authors within our school community. His passion

for storytelling and narrative construction has certainly fostered a love of writing in
our students.
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We wish Wayne every success with the release of his latest book and feel incredibly

fortunate to have a signed BMPS copy for our collection. We look forward to sharing

this engaging story with our students and celebrating the wonderful connection

between authentic authorship and literacy learning.
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WELLBEING

AT B PS

Breakfast

Club

Breakfast Club is back and thriving, with many students joining us

to enjoy delicious food, build valuable skills and spend quality

time with friends each Monday, Wednesday and Friday morning.

The program runs from 8:00-8:45am in the House Kitchen (next to

the Art Room)

We're excited to grow the program even further-there have

already been plenty of requests for hot breakfast options like

pancakes! To make this possible, we're seeking a little extra

support. Any assistance would be welcome and help us continue

to expand and enhance what we offer.

If you're interested in getting involved, please contact Belinda.
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WESTERN RANGES DISTRICT ATHLETICS 
 
Last Tuesday, the Bacchus Marsh District held their annual athletics carnival at Masons Lane. 
Perfect weather greeted the athletes and our 60 students competed hard as always. BMPS had 
a very successful day with 3 relay teams qualifying for Division level competition and  27 
students in total making it through.  
Thanks to Alli Grant, Sally Gillard and Scott Nelson for assisting the team.  
The Division Athletics carnival is scheduled for Wednesday, September 9 at Keilor.  
 
 
DISTRICT CROSS COUNTRY 
 
Congratulations to the 30 students who have qualified for District Cross Country this Friday, May 
8, following our BMPS event recently.  
 
Bacchus Marsh District Cross Country 
Friday 8th May 
@ Masons Lane 
9am - 1pm (races from approximately 10.15 am - 12.00pm) 
 
For this round of competition, 9/10 years students will run 2km, and other age groups will run 
3km.  
 
Best wishes to all of our runners. 
 
Dave Champness 
PE & Sports Coordinator 

 
 

 



 
 

 

ANZAC DAY – 2026 
 
Well done, BMPS! As school participation in ANZAC Day commemoration events is not as 
strong as in the past, we remain very proud of our community involvement, and it was great to 
see a shot of our group at the march in last Friday’s Moorabool News. 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

NATIONAL RECONCILIATION WEEK 2026 27 MAY -3 JUNE

ALL IN
FOR RECONCILIATION

Wurundjeri Woi Wurrung

Welcome To Country, Smoking Ceremony and flag raising,

followed by afternoon tea in The Supper Room.

Thursday 28 May, 3:30pm

The Village Green, 197 Main Street, Bacchus Marsh

Wadawurrung

Welcome To Country and Smoking Ceremony,

followed by morning tea.

Friday 29 May, 10:00am

Ballan Library courtyard, 127 Inglis Street, Ballan

Wadawurrung Cultural Talk

Join Wadawurrung Traditional Owner as they offer insights into local

indigenious culture, history and connection to Country.

Morning Tea included. Bookings required.

Friday 29 May, 10:30am - 11:30am

Ballan Library, Meeting Room 1, 127 Inglis Street, Ballan

Scan to book

Wadawurrung Cultural Talk

Moorabool
Shire Council
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ONGOING CONSISTENT MESSAGES: 
DROP OFF ZONE – off Young Street 
 

• CARS MUST NOT PARK IN THE DROP-OFF ZONE AS IT IS A KISS AND DROP 
AREA ONLY. 

• VEHICLES ARE NOT TO BE LEFT UNATTENDED IN THIS SPACE 
• PLEASE DO NOT ACCESS THE STAFF CARPARK AREA AT ANY TIME. 

 

LERDERDERG STREET ENTRANCE 
Thank you for your ongoing support with these changes: 

 
• STUDENTS DO NOT USE THE FRONT ENTRANCE AS A 

THOROUGHFARE INTO OR OUT OF THE SCHOOL 
• THE DRIVEWAY GATE ALONGSIDE THE ART ROOM WILL BE THE 

BREAKFAST CLUB AND MORNING ENTRANCE POINT 
• PREP ENTRANCE WILL BE OPEN FROM 8.35 AM 
• STUDENTS ARRIVING BEFORE 8.35 AM ARE ASKED TO WAIT IN THE 

UNDERCOVER AREA UNTIL DISMISSED. 
• FORMAL YARD SUPERVISION COMMENCES AT 8.35 AM 

 

BUS ZONES ON LERDERDERG STREET 
All of the yellow line markings on the north and south sides of the street indicate NO 
PARKING before or after school to allow our buses to safely enter and exit the zone 
to collect our students. 
Pulling up at the Prep entrance gate to collect students on Lerderderg Street is 
contravening the safety signage and impacting pedestrian and vehicle vision on our 
crossing. This blatantly ignores the safety rights of our school community. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

PLEASE DO NOT PARK 
OVER DRIVEWAYS. 

OUR NEIGHBOURS 
HAVE ALWAYS 

APPRECIATED THE 
RESPECTFUL MANNER 

IN WHICH OUR 
COMMUNITY LIVE 

OUR VALUES 



 
 

 

 

ALWAYS REACH OUT 
• Thank you to parents and carers for reaching out to your child’s 

classroom teacher or any of our staff below, if we can assist in any way. 

Melinda Williams – Principal  
Leanne Holt – Business Manager 

 

Wellbeing: 
Daniel Morris - Assistant Principal - Wellbeing & Engagement / Disability Inclusion 
Bec Blokland - Disability Inclusion Co-ordinator 
 
Liz Stonka – Assistant Principal – Daily Organisation /Student Medical Health & 
Wellbeing/Social Emotional Learning Curriculum 
 
Tiff O’Brien – Leading Teacher – Mental Health in Primary Schools – Trauma 
Informed Practice - Art-Therapy 
 
Belinda Horne - Wellbeing Educator 

 

Literacy and Numeracy: 
      Catherine Moody – Assistant Principal - Curriculum / Teaching and Learning 
 

Kirsty Younger - Leading Teacher – Literacy 
 
Janaya Walker and Jayde Clayton – Leading Teachers – Numeracy 

 
ONGOING ACCESS TO OUR WEEKLY UPDATES 

 
Note – All Updates are saved to our website for easy access at any time 

across the term. 
 

https://bacchusmarshps.vic.edu.au/newsletter 
 

 
 

All the best for a great week 3, from the BMPS team. 



 
 

 

 
 



 
 

 

 



 
 

 

 



 
 

 

 
 



 
 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 



 
 

 

 



 
 

 

 



 
 

 

 
 
 
 



 
 

 

 
 



 
 

 

 
 
 

 



 
 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 



 
 

 

 
 
 
 



 
 

 

 
 
 
 



 
 

 

 
 
 
 


