
 
 

 

 
 

TERM 2 – Week 9 2026 IMPORTANT DATES 

WEEK 1      APR 20 – APR 24 
                       MONDAY 
                       TUESDAY  
                       THURSDAY 
                       FRIDAY 

Smile Squad Dental - on-site 
PUPIL FREE DAY – Out of School Hours Care available 
STUDENTS RETURN  
SCHOOL PHOTOS 
SCHOOL PHOTOS 
BMPS Cross Country – Gr 4-6 1.45 pm - 3.00 pm (back oval) 
SATURDAY ANZAC DAY 

WEEK 2      APR 27 – MAY 1 
                       MONDAY 
                       TUESDAY 
        
                      WEDNESDAY 

 
ASSEMBLY 
Bacchus Marsh District Athletics – Masons Lane 
SCHOOL COUNCIL 
Prep Bunnings Mother’s Day Activity 

WEEK 3      MAY 4 – MAY 8 
                       THURSDAY 
 
                       FRIDAY 

 
EARLY YEARS Literacy/Numeracy Information Night 
Gr 2 Dino Kids – Ecolinc Video Incursion 
MOTHER’S DAY STALL 
PREP MOTHER’S DAY AFTERNOON TEA 
YEAR 2 – Sovereign Hill Excursion 
District Cross Country 

WEEK 4      MAY 11 – MAY 15 
                       MONDAY 
                       TUESDAY 
                       WEDNESDAY 
                        
                       FRIDAY 

 
ASSEMBLY 
Grade 5 Sovereign Hill 
SCHOOL PHOTO CATCH-UP SESSIONS 
GRIP Student Leadership – Federation University - Mt Clear 
EDUCATION SUPPORT RECOGNITION DAY & COLOUR RUN 

WEEK 5      MAY 18 – MAY 22 
                       TUESDAY  
                       THURSDAY 

 
Girls AFL 
Grade 1 Werribee Zoo Excursion 

WEEK 6      MAY 25 – MAY 29 
                       MONDAY 
                       WEDNESDAY 
                       

 
ASSEMBLY 
Western Ranges Division Cross Country 
Reconciliation Week Commences 

WEEK 7      JUN 1 – JUN 5 
                       THURSDAY 
 
                       FRIDAY 

 
Parent Helpers Workshop – Prior to pick up at 2 pm 
Big Freeze In the Marsh – Wear Blue and Gold Coin - TBC 
Conclude Reconciliation Week – Smoking Ceremony – TBC 
World Environment Day – Loopy Litter Focus 
Reconciliation Week Concludes 

WEEK 8      JUN 8 – JUN 12 
                       MONDAY 
                       FRIDAY 

 
KINGS BIRTHDAY PUBLIC HOLIDAY 
BMPSSA Winter Sport 

WEEK 9      JUN 15 – JUN 19 
                       MONDAY 
                       TUESDAY 
                       WEDNESDAY 

 
Western Metro Cross Country 
Grade 5 Inquiry Expo - SCHOOL COUNCIL  
Wester Bulldogs Football Clinic 

WEEK 10   JUN 22 – JUN 26 
                      WEDNESDAY 
                      THURSDAY 
                      FRIDAY 

ASSEMBLY 
Prep Farm Excursion  
THREE WAY INTERVIEW – Celebration of Learning 11am–6pm 
FINAL DAY OF TERM – 2.30 dismissal 



 
 

 

Dear Families, 
As we move into week 9, our second-last week of term 2, we extend a reminder that ICAS, 
International Competitions and Assessments for Schools, is open for entries. This is an 
independent, skills-based academic competition designed to challenge and recognise school 
students from Year 2 to Year 12. Developed by education measurement experts, the 
assessments focus on deeper thinking, problem-solving, and higher-order skills. 
Students can choose to participate in one or more of the six core subjects offered by ICAS 
throughout August. (Mathematics, English, Science, Writing, Spelling Bee and Digital 
Technologies) 

• Scan the QR below to action entries 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 



 
 

 

EXCITING LITERARY WEEKEND IN BACCHUS MARSH 
Congratulations, and a very special shout-out to local authors and 

organisers,  

Jem Tyley-Miller and Wayne Marshall. 

BRAVO on a wonderful, better-than-ever 10th Anniversary event. 

The Peter Carey Short Story Award, incorporating the Moorabool Young Writers Awards 
ceremony for 2026, coincided with the Bacchus Marsh Literary Walk on Saturday. 
Both events celebrated local literary legends Peter Carey and Frank Hardy. 
2026 was the milestone 10th-anniversary of the Peter Carey short story competition, judged by 
the passionate and highly engaging author Laura Jean McKay.  
Laura Jean McKay is the author of The Animals In That Country, winner of The Arthur C 
Clarke Award, The Victorian Prize for Literature 2021, The Victorian Premier's Literary Award for 
Fiction, the ABIA Small Publishers Adult Book of the Year and co-winner of an Aurealis Award 
2021. The ‘Animals in That Country’ was also shortlisted for The Stella Prize, The ASL Gold 
Medal, The Readings Prize and longlisted for The Miles Franklin. Laura Jean is also the author 
of Holiday in Cambodia and an adjunct lecturer in Creative Writing at Massey University.  
How exciting for our young authors to not only be in the company of Laura Jean McKay, but to 
have had their work judged and their awards presented by local author Allyse Near, whose 
debut novel 'Fairytales for Wilde Girls' celebrated her passion for Fairytales and made our 
2026 prompt to reimagine "Once Upon a Time: Fairy Tales & Fables" so very exciting for 
everyone. 
 
In addition to all of the above, the Bacchus Marsh Literary Walk, earlier in the day, explored 
the childhood stories and physical sites of Peter Carey and Frank Hardy, to name just two 
authors, via a guided 6km tour around Bacchus Marsh, which, of course, highlighted BMPS as 
Peter Carey’s Primary School. 
 

Congratulations to the following students and to Ms Younger for her 

promotion, writing support and encouragement. 

 
We look forward to displaying their published pieces in our foyer and enjoying some excerpts 
from their writing at our week 10 assembly. 
 
Year 3 4 section: 
2nd Place – Madeleine Dragic – 4H 
Highly Commended – Blaithe Fletcher – 4H 
 
Year 5 6 section: 
1st Place – Serena Barker – 5GP 
3rd Place -  Mia Hendry – 6G 
Highly Commended – Penny Vaszolyi – 6H 
 
 

Did you know that Peter Carey lived at 25 Lerderderg Street? 
Did you know that Frank Hardy lived at 48 Lerderderg Street? 

 
 
 



 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Well done, Wayne and Jem        

 

Peter Carey, speaking 
from New York, so 
passionately about our 
authors and his love for 
the town. 

Very exciting! 
 

Our students in the company 
of Allyse Near, Anne Casey, 
2018 Winner and Laura Jean 
McKay, 2026 judge. 
 



 
 

 

BMPS PERFORMANCE CLUB 

 
Last Thursday, the BMPS Performance Club put on their showcase. Students danced, sang and 
acted up a storm! 
This was the premier performance of ‘More Than a Crown’, which celebrated individuality and 
self-acceptance. 
 
Well done to our performance club students who enjoy this opportunity during recess and lunch 
on designated days across the week. 
 

 
 

 

 



 
 

 

WINTER SPORT 
On Friday, our Grade 6 students, along with selected Grade 5s, attended our annual Winter 
Sports Day carnival. Students competed in Tee-Ball, Soccer, AFL, Netball and Hockey against 
other schools in the Bacchus Marsh District. Congratulations to all of our students on the 
excellent effort and sportsmanship shown on the day. We hope everyone enjoyed the 
experience.  
 
The Girls Tee-Ball team won their competition and progressed to the Division level to take place 
on Tuesday, 23rd June in Melton.  
 
Huge thanks to all our staff and parents who supported the day. 
 
Dave Champness 
PE & Sports Coordinator 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 

 
 



 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 

 
 

 



 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

IMPORTANT 2027 FOUNDATION/PREP ENROLMENT TIMELINE 

Apply now to enrol your child in Foundation (Prep) for 2027 
All Victorian government primary schools follow a statewide timeline for enrolling in Foundation 
(Prep) for the 2027 school year. 

• If you have a child starting primary school in 2027, it’s time to enrol. Make sure to submit 
your enrolment application by Friday, July 31 2026. 

If you are enrolling the sibling of a student at our school for Foundation in 2027, and both 
children will be attending our school at the same time, your child is prioritised for a place at our 
school. 
It is important to submit your enrolment application to us on time as it will ensure your child is 
included in all transition activities if offered enrolment at our school. This also allows us to plan 
our classrooms, staffing and transition activities, and ensures your child has the best start to 
school. 
For more information, please read about how to enrol your child in Foundation at  
Enrolling in Foundation (Prep) | vic.gov.au 
If you would like to enrol your child in Foundation (Prep) in 2027, please contact our school 
office on 03 5367 2745 or bacchus.marsh.ps@education.vic.gov.au to book a school tour or 
request an application form. 
 
 

IMPORTANT! 

SEMESTER 1 REPORTING CHANGES DUE TO INDUSTRIAL ACTION 

 
We will be providing student achievement reports for Semester 1 this year, and the reports will 
be distributed at our 3 Way Celebration Interview in the last week of term on Thursday, June 25.  
 
The reports will continue to provide important details of student learning attainment through a dot 
point, but full individualised descriptive comments, including personal and social learning 
overviews, will not be included as a result of industrial action taken earlier this term by the 
Australian Education Union.  
 
Our students P-6 will all continue to write a personal reflection, and this will be included in their 
portfolio. 
 
Please do not hesitate to make contact if you have any questions or queries relating to Semester 
One Reports. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.vic.gov.au/enrolling-foundation-prep
mailto:bacchus.marsh.ps@education.vic.gov.au


 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 



 
 

 

 
 

ONGOING CONSISTENT MESSAGES: 

DROP OFF ZONE – off Young Street 

 
• CARS MUST NOT PARK IN THE DROP-OFF ZONE AS IT IS A KISS AND DROP 

AREA ONLY. 

• VEHICLES ARE NOT TO BE LEFT UNATTENDED IN THIS SPACE 

• PLEASE DO NOT ACCESS THE STAFF CARPARK AREA AT ANY TIME. 

 

LERDERDERG STREET ENTRANCE 

Thank you for your ongoing support with these changes: 

 
• STUDENTS DO NOT USE THE FRONT ENTRANCE AS A 

THOROUGHFARE INTO OR OUT OF THE SCHOOL 

• THE DRIVEWAY GATE ALONGSIDE THE ART ROOM WILL BE THE 
BREAKFAST CLUB AND MORNING ENTRANCE POINT 

• PREP ENTRANCE WILL BE OPEN FROM 8.35 AM 

• STUDENTS ARRIVING BEFORE 8.35 AM ARE ASKED TO WAIT IN THE 
UNDERCOVER AREA UNTIL DISMISSED. 

• FORMAL YARD SUPERVISION COMMENCES AT 8.35 AM 

 

BUS ZONES ON LERDERDERG STREET 

All of the yellow line markings on the north and south sides of the street indicate NO 
PARKING before or after school to allow our buses to safely enter and exit the zone 
to collect our students. 
Pulling up at the Prep entrance gate to collect students on Lerderderg Street is 
contravening the safety signage and impacting pedestrian and vehicle vision on our 
crossing. This blatantly ignores the safety rights of our school community. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 

PLEASE DO NOT PARK 

OVER DRIVEWAYS. 

OUR NEIGHBOURS 

HAVE ALWAYS 

APPRECIATED THE 

RESPECTFUL MANNER 

IN WHICH OUR 

COMMUNITY LIVE 

OUR VALUES 



 
 

 

 

ALWAYS REACH OUT 

• Thank you to parents and carers for reaching out to your child’s 

classroom teacher or any of our staff below, if we can assist in any way. 

Melinda Williams – Principal  
Leanne Holt – Business Manager 

 

Wellbeing: 
Daniel Morris - Assistant Principal - Wellbeing & Engagement / Disability Inclusion 
Bec Blokland - Disability Inclusion Co-ordinator 
 
Liz Stonka – Assistant Principal – Daily Organisation /Student Medical Health & 
Wellbeing/Social Emotional Learning Curriculum 
 
Tiff O’Brien – Leading Teacher – Mental Health in Primary Schools – Trauma 
Informed Practice - Art-Therapy 
 
Belinda Horne - Wellbeing Educator 

 

Literacy and Numeracy: 
      Catherine Moody – Assistant Principal - Curriculum / Teaching and Learning 
 

Kirsty Younger - Leading Teacher – Literacy 
 
Janaya Walker and Jayde Clayton – Leading Teachers – Numeracy 

 

ONGOING ACCESS TO OUR WEEKLY UPDATES 

 

Note – All Updates are saved to our website for easy access at any time 
across the term. 

 

https://bacchusmarshps.vic.edu.au/newsletter 

 

 
 

All the best for a great week 9, from the BMPS team. 
 

 

https://bacchusmarshps.vic.edu.au/newsletter


 
 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 



 
 

 

 



 
 

 

 



 
 

 

 
 

 

 



 
 

 

 
 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 



 
 

 

 
 
 
 



 
 

 

 
 
 
 



 
 

 

 
 
 
 


